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A Joint Effort 
Easton’s PK-2 Schools Work Closely Together to Achieve 

Great Things For Our Students 

Upcoming Dates 

January 

February 

School’s Reopen 

“The best way to 
predict your future 

is to create it.” 
-Abraham Lincoln 

Easton Sprouts 
Center School, Moreau Hall, Parkview School 

3 
No School – MLK Jr. Day 16-17 

Kindergarten Report 
Cards Distributed 1 
Combined PAC/PTA 
Meeting at Parkview 15 
No School – February 
Vacation 

As stated in our Shared 2016 – 2017 School Improvement 
Plan, Center School, Moreau Hall and Parkview School are 
continuing to focus on collaboration. In an effort to ensure 
that every PK–2 student in the Easton Public Schools 
enjoys a consistent, calibrated educational experience, 
principals, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Getchell and Mrs. Weintrob, 
are working together with staff and parents to increase 
communication. We hope you enjoy this combined 
newsletter and find it informative. 

20-24 

Health'Awareness'
Campaign'

Managing'Stress'
and'Anxiety'in'the'
School'Age'Child'

Colleen&Clark&MEd,&BSN,&RN,&NCSN&
&

On October 19th, we held our first combined PTA/PAC meeting in 
the Moreau Hall library. Center School nurse, Colleen Clark, 
presented, “Managing Stress and Anxiety in School Age 
Children.” Many parents attended this relevant presentation.    
If you are interested, please use the following links to her book 
and presentation. 
http://www.bookemon.com/book_read_flip.php?book_id=465642 
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Walking Clubs Help Students “Hit Their Stride!” 

Inspired by the walking club at Center School, as well as our shared goal 
of improving the overall wellness and readiness to learn for our students, 
Parkview and Moreau Hall recently began a walking club program for 
students at recess. There are walking tracks behind Parkview and Moreau 
Hall and students receive a hole-punch on their "mileage cards" for every 
lap they walk around the track. For every mile students receive a coveted 
foot charm for their necklaces or key chains. A couple of months into this 
initiative we now have students earning their "sneaker charm" for 10 
miles walked! The walking track is also available for teachers to use for a 
quick classroom movement break mid-morning or mid-afternoon. Our 
students are learning the connection between the body and the mind; we 
need to keep our bodies healthy to have a calmer mind or a mind more 
ready to learn.  
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iPad Integration Growing Across Schools 
Following our districts five-year 
technology integration plan, all classrooms 
across our three schools now have at least 
5 iPads for student use. In addition, all 
classrooms have an interactive whiteboard, 
a document camera and wireless internet. 
Our students are using the iPads to 
practice reading, writing and math skills at 
their own readiness level and using the 
iPads to 
show what 

they know. The touch screen technology is 
a perfect fit for our smaller hands, not 
quite ready for a keyboard.  
 
The iPads also play an integral part in 
introducing computer science to our 
students. Students in all three schools will have participated in Hour of 
Code this year. Hour of Code is a way to demystify computer science 
and coding. It also reinforces teamwork, collaboration, and perseverance.  
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Donec 
interdum 

Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

On November 8th, EPS staff 
participated in a full-day professional 
development.  Teachers worked in 
grade level groups to review and 
write math curriculum units.  
Together, all PK-2 teachers discussed 
grade level math standards, 
instructional practices, learning activities and assessments.  This 
collaboration time is so valuable to our teachers.  It provides them the 

opportunity to share best teaching practices, 
brainstorm ideas and calibrate instruction 
across the 3 buildings.  Conversations 
included how to manage small group 
instruction, how to meet the needs of all 
learners and what apps are most effective 
for student use. 
 

Professional Development 

Our schools are united together by our goal of building 
strong relationships. We seek to introduce our students 
to building collaborative classroom and school 
communities. We also work hard at delivering the 
message of the importance of being a good citizen in 
your town, state, country, and world.  
 
Whether through a school constitution, core values, or 
our bucket filler language, our school leaders 
emphasize the importance of having a common 
language of expectations for our students, parents, and 
community members to follow. 
 
Please check out our school websites to read more 
about the programs happening at each school focused 
on building great citizens. 
http://www.easton.k12.ma.us 

Creating a Close-knit Community 
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By Mrs. Weintrob 
 
As a parent and educator, I spend a lot of time thinking about and researching how to support the 
development of healthy, happy, independent kids.   During the primary school years, our job is to 
build the solid foundation so crucial for students’ academic success as well as their social-
emotional stability.   However, in this ever-changing, technology-driven world, it is a challenge to 
know the skills our children will need to succeed in the future.   Harvard researcher, Tony Wagner, 
identifies the following 7 essential skills for life in the 21st century:  

1. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
2. Collaboration and Leadership 
3. Agility and Adaptability 
4. Initiative and Entrepreneurialism 
5. Effective Oral and Written Communication 
6. Accessing and Analyzing Information 
7. Curiosity and Imagination 

 
Wagner explains that traditional schools need to examine and change 
instructional approaches to incorporate and support the development 
of these skills.  In Easton’ PK – 2 schools, we are thoughtfully 
designing hands-on, open-ended activities where students must be 
collaborative and think critically as they work to analyze information 
and solve problems.  Inherent in this learning process is trial and error, 
which means students must be comfortable with, in fact, inspired by failure.  Unfortunately, 
because our society tends to shelter kids from life’s obstacles, many students have difficulty 
accepting failure as part of the learning process and quickly give up if they don’t know the “right” 
answer immediately.    
 
In Jessica Lahey’s book, The Gift of Failure: How the Best Parents Let Go So Their Children Can 
Succeed, she argues that “even though parents see themselves as being highly responsive to their 
children’s well being, they aren’t giving them the chance to experience failure—or the opportunity 
to learn to solve their own problems.   Parents must learn to allow their children to experience the 
disappointment and frustration that occur from life’s inevitable problems so that they can grow up 
to be successful, resilient, and self-reliant adults. Over-parenting has the potential to ruin a child’s 
confidence and undermine their education.”  
 
Through reflection and a willingness to shift our way of thinking, parents and educators can 
provide children with the appropriate support and learning opportunities to become independent, 
well-adjusted individuals.  It’s important to keep in mind that our goal is to prepare our kids for 
life’s path not to prepare the path for our kids.  The best gifts we can give our kids are 
independence and self-confidence.  

The Best Gifts We Can Give Our Kids 


